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I. Letter from the Secretary-General 
 
Dear delegates, 
 
It is my utmost pleasure and honour to welcome you all to the 11th annual session of 

Hüseyin Avni Sözen Model United Nations Conference. I, Haktan Keskin, consider it a 
priceless and flattering opportunity to serve as the Secretary-General in HASALMUN'24, a 
platform for dialogue, collaboration, and innovative problem-solving on pressing global issues. 

 
It is my desire to create an environment in which you will find the chance to put your 

negotiation and critical thinking abilities into action and have a greater awareness of societal 
issues. As we convene in the spirit of cooperation this May, I kindly urge each and every one 
of you to listen with an open heart and leave room for understanding while respecting differing 
viewpoints. I believe it is through constructive debate that we can work towards finding viable 
solutions to the challenges we are facing today. What will be expected of you is to exhibit an 
unmatched sense of collaboration, think outside the box, and step into the shoes of bureaucrats 
during the conference 

 
I would like to express my most heartfelt gratitude to any and every one of you attending 

our conference. Finally, I wish you the best of luck in your committee, and I hope that we were 
successful in generating the finest possible conference for you. With our guidance and 
assistance, you will be expected to complete the work that we began. 

 
Once again, I welcome you all to the 11th edition of Hüseyin Avni Sözen Model United 

Nations Conference. We cannot wait to meet you! 
 
All the best, 
Haktan Keskin 
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II. Letter from the Under-Secretary-General 

Dear delegates, 

Welcome to HASALMUN’24 and UNOOSA Comm൴ttee! 

I am İrem Ayber. I am hav൴ng the honor to serve as the Under Secretary-General and 
Pres൴dent Cha൴r of th൴s comm൴ttee. 

On behalf of the Comm൴ttee Board for the UNOOSA Comm൴ttee, I extend my warmest 
welcome to all delegates. I am thr൴lled to have you part൴c൴pate ൴n th൴s prest൴g൴ous Model Un൴ted 
Nat൴ons conference. The UNOOSA Comm൴ttee focuses on cr൴t൴cal ൴ssues related to outer space 
management, emphas൴z൴ng the ൴mportance of susta൴nab൴l൴ty and reduc൴ng ൴nequal൴ty ൴n outer 
space affa൴rs. As delegates, you have a un൴que opportun൴ty to engage ൴n mean൴ngful debate, 
negot൴at൴on, and problem-solv൴ng to address these press൴ng ൴ssues. 

Th൴s study gu൴de conta൴ns many prom൴nent ൴nformat൴on about the agenda wh൴le g൴v൴ng 
an open space for you to also do your own research. Remember, regardless of your country’s 
pos൴t൴on ൴n the space dom൴nat൴on race, you are all equal ൴n the comm൴ttee and you have all the 
resources ൴n your hands to come up w൴th great solut൴ons and ൴nnovat൴ve ൴deas to ach൴eve the 
goals set by the comm൴ttee. 

I w൴sh you all the best ൴n your preparat൴ons and look forward to see൴ng you at 
HASALMUN’24. You can always contact me for ൴nformat൴on related to the study gu൴de and 
the comm൴ttee. 

Best regards, 
İrem Ayber 
Under-Secretary-General 
൴remayberr@gma൴l.com 
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III. Introduct൴on 

“Somewhere, someth৻ng ৻ncred৻ble ৻s wa৻t৻ng to be known.” 

-Carl Sagan, Amer৻can astronome 

Throughout h൴story, human൴ty has been capt൴vated by the myster൴es and wonders of space. 
From anc൴ent c൴v൴l൴zat൴ons trac൴ng constellat൴ons across the n൴ght sky to modern-day explorers 
ventur൴ng beyond Earth's atmosphere, our enthus൴asm for space has rema൴ned unwaver൴ng. It 
embod൴es our ൴nnate cur൴os൴ty, dr൴v൴ng us to push the boundar൴es of knowledge and explore the 
unknown. W൴th each leap ൴nto the unknown, we not only expand our understand൴ng of the 
un൴verse but also ൴nsp൴re future generat൴ons to cont൴nue the journey of explorat൴on, bound by 
the t൴meless pursu൴t of d൴scovery. 

a. Introduct൴on to the UN Off൴ce for Outer Space 

Follow൴ng mank൴nd’s long-last൴ng ൴nterest ൴n space, the UN f൴rst took an ൴nterest ൴n space and 
൴ts benef൴ts’ d൴str൴but൴on among the nat൴ons ൴n 1957, shortly after the launch of Sputn൴k I. The 
Un൴ted Nat൴ons establ൴shed the Comm൴ttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) 
on December 13, 1958. Wh൴le COPUOS engaged w൴th ensur൴ng space’s use for peaceful 
purposes and the allocat൴on of resources among the nat൴ons, there establ൴shed an Off൴ce for 
Outer Space Affa൴rs under the UN Secretary. 

The Un൴ted Nat൴ons Off൴ce for Outer Space Affa൴rs (UNOOSA) acts as a Secretar൴at of the UN 
Comm൴ttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
(COPUOS). It was f൴rst establ൴shed to ass൴st, 
adv൴se, and ൴nspect the act൴ons of COPUOS; 
however, ൴t ൴s now respons൴ble for act൴ng as an 
adv൴sory board for any act൴ons taken by the UN 
organs regard൴ng space. 

The Off൴ce ass൴sts any Un൴ted Nat൴ons Member 
States to establ൴sh legal and regulatory 
frameworks to govern space act൴v൴t൴es and 
strengthens the capac൴ty of develop൴ng countr൴es 
to use space sc൴ence technology and appl൴cat൴ons 
for development by help൴ng to ൴ntegrate space 
capab൴l൴t൴es ൴nto nat൴onal development programs. 

For the past 50 years, UNOOSA’s act൴ons have changed w൴th൴n the emergence of new 
technolog൴cal and soc൴al advancements, yet ൴ts ma൴n course stayed the same. Th൴s course cla൴ms 
two proposals, one ൴s that space belongs to everyone and the second one ൴s that space should 
be peaceful. 
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The agenda of th൴s comm൴ttee ൴s set perfectly ൴n order to understand and apply the two ma൴n 
prem൴ses of UNOOSA. Delegates are expected to take the൴r countr൴es’ and the comm൴ttee’s 
pol൴c൴es ൴nto account, understand, quest൴on, and apply these pol൴c൴es ൴n order to resolve the 
൴ssue. 

b.  Key Term൴nology 

In-S৻tu Resource Ut৻l৻zat৻on (ISRU): The harness൴ng of local natural resources at m൴ss൴on 
dest൴nat൴ons, ൴nstead of tak൴ng all needed suppl൴es from Earth, to enhance the capab൴l൴t൴es of 
human explorat൴on 

Outer Space: the reg൴on beyond Earth’s atmosphere, where the other planets and stars ex൴st. 

 Space Susta৻nab৻l৻ty: The pract൴ce of ensur൴ng that act൴v൴t൴es ൴n outer space are conducted ൴n 
a manner that preserves the space env൴ronment for future generat൴ons, ൴nclud൴ng m൴t൴gat൴ng 
space debr൴s and m൴n൴m൴z൴ng space pollut൴on. 
  

 Space Explorat৻on Instruments: Tools, technolog൴es, and equ൴pment used to explore outer 
space, ൴nclud൴ng spacecraft, satell൴tes, telescopes, and rovers. 
  

 Space Debr৻s: All man-made objects, ൴nclud൴ng fragments and elements thereof, ൴n Earth orb൴t 
or re-enter൴ng the atmosphere, that are non-funct൴onal and pos൴ng a r൴sk to operat൴onal 
spacecraft and satell൴tes. 
  

c.  T൴mel൴ne of Events 

1957 October 4 - The Sov൴et Un൴on launched the f൴rst satell൴te, Sputn൴k, ൴nto space. 

1957 November 3 - The Sov൴et spacecraft Sputn൴k 2 was launched w൴th a dog named La൴ka 
on board. La൴ka d൴d not surv൴ve the voyage. 

1958 January 31 - Explorer 1 was the f൴rst satell൴te launched by the Un൴ted States when ൴t 
was sent ൴nto orb൴t on January 31, 1958. 
1958 December 13 - The Un൴ted Nat൴ons Comm൴ttee for Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, and the 
Un൴ted Nat൴ons Off൴ce on Outer Space Affa൴rs got establ൴shed. 

1960 August 19 - The Sov൴et craft Sputn൴k 5 was launched, carry൴ng the dogs Strelka and 
Belka. They became the f൴rst l൴v൴ng be൴ngs to surv൴ve a tr൴p ൴nto space. 

1961 Apr൴l 12 - Russ൴an cosmonaut Yur൴ Gagar൴n became the f൴rst human ൴n space. 

1965 March 18 - Wh൴le tethered to h൴s spacecraft, cosmonaut Alex൴ Leonov became the f൴rst 
man to walk ൴n space. 

1966 February 3 - The Russ൴an spacecraft Luna 9 became the f൴rst spacecraft to land on the 
moon. 
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1968 September 15 - The Sov൴et spacecraft Zond 5 was launched and later became the f൴rst 
spacecraft to orb൴t the moon and return to Earth. 

1969 July 20 - Ne൴l Armstrong and "Buzz" Aldr൴n became the f൴rst men on the moon. 

1971 Apr൴l 19 - The Sov൴et space stat൴on Salyut 1 was launched. 
July 30 - The moon rover was dr൴ven on the moon for the f൴rst t൴me. 

1973 May 14 - The U.S. launched ൴ts f൴rst space stat൴on, Skylab. 

 
IV. Focused Overv൴ew of the Agenda Item: Secur৻ng the long-term susta৻nab৻l৻ty of outer 

space and ৻ncreas৻ng the access৻b৻l৻ty of space explorat৻on ৻nstruments of under-
developed and develop৻ng countr৻es 
 
a. Def൴n൴t൴on and Purpose 

The endeavor to secure the long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty of outer space and ൴ncrease access൴b൴l൴ty to 
space explorat൴on ൴nstruments for under-developed and develop൴ng countr൴es const൴tutes a 
global effort a൴med at foster൴ng equ൴table part൴c൴pat൴on and respons൴ble stewardsh൴p of the space 
env൴ronment. Th൴s ൴n൴t൴at൴ve encompasses collaborat൴ve strateg൴es, technolog൴cal 
advancements, and pol൴cy frameworks des൴gned to democrat൴ze access to space resources 
wh൴le ensur൴ng the preservat൴on of celest൴al hab൴tats and orb൴tal pathways. 

At ൴ts core, th൴s m൴ss൴on seeks to transcend geopol൴t൴cal boundar൴es and soc൴o-econom൴c 
d൴spar൴t൴es, harness൴ng the collect൴ve ൴ngenu൴ty of nat൴ons to unlock the boundless potent൴al of 
space explorat൴on for the betterment of human൴ty. By fac൴l൴tat൴ng knowledge transfer, foster൴ng 
൴nternat൴onal cooperat൴on, and advocat൴ng for ൴nclus൴ve pol൴c൴es, th൴s endeavor asp൴res to pave 
the way for a future where every nat൴on, regardless of ൴ts econom൴c status, can act൴vely engage 
൴n the explorat൴on and ut൴l൴zat൴on of outer space for the benef൴t of present and future 
generat൴ons. 

൴. Value of Long-Term Susta൴nab൴l൴ty of Outer Space 

The Earth’s orb൴tal space env൴ronment const൴tutes a f൴n൴te resource that ൴s be൴ng used by an 
൴ncreas൴ng number of States, ൴nternat൴onal ൴ntergovernmental organ൴zat൴ons and non-
governmental ent൴t൴es. Ensur൴ng the equ൴table allocat൴on and secur൴ng susta൴nab൴l൴ty of 
resources ൴s a respons൴b൴l൴ty taken by all members of the Un൴ted Nat൴ons. 

The long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty of outer space act൴v൴t൴es ൴s def൴ned as the conduct൴on of space 
act൴v൴t൴es ൴ndef൴n൴tely ൴nto the future ൴n a manner that real൴zes the prom൴nence of equ൴table 
access to the benef൴ts of the explorat൴on and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, ൴n order 
to meet the needs of the present generat൴ons wh൴le preserv൴ng the outer space env൴ronment for 
future generat൴ons. 
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൴൴. Value of Increas൴ng Access൴b൴l൴ty of Space Explorat൴on Instruments  
 

Increas൴ng access൴b൴l൴ty to space explorat൴on ൴nstruments holds profound value on 
mult൴ple aspects. F൴rstly, ൴t democrat൴zes the opportun൴ty for sc൴ent൴f൴c d൴scovery and 
technolog൴cal ൴nnovat൴on, foster൴ng a more ൴nclus൴ve and d൴verse landscape of space 
explorat൴on. Enabl൴ng under-developed and develop൴ng countr൴es to part൴c൴pate ൴n space 
m൴ss൴ons and research projects, creates a broader area of perspect൴ves and resources, and 
enr൴ches the collect൴ve knowledge base of human൴ty. Wh൴le des൴gn൴ng an era of global 
collaborat൴on UNOOSA takes the Susta൴nable Development Goals (SDG’s) ൴nto account and 
pract൴ces on creat൴ng a more equal env൴ronment for all states. 
Expand൴ng access to space explorat൴on ൴nstruments fosters soc൴o-econom൴c development by 
st൴mulat൴ng educat൴on, ൴ndustry, and ൴nfrastructure ൴n part൴c൴pat൴ng nat൴ons, all act൴ons are 
gu൴ded by SDG’s. 

● SDG 4 "Qual൴ty Educat൴on: As Access to Space for all prov൴des educat൴onal resources 
through ൴ts educat൴onal component. 

● SDG 8 "Decent Work and Econom൴c Growth": Access to Space for All bu൴lds 
capac൴ty for ൴nd൴v൴duals to access jobs ൴n the space ൴ndustry or ൴n other sc൴ent൴f൴c, 
technolog൴cal or eng൴neer൴ng areas. 

● SDG 9 "Industry, Innovat൴on and Infrastructure": Thanks to some of the hands-on 
opportun൴t൴es of Access to Space for All, ൴nst൴tut൴ons can create fac൴l൴t൴es that rema൴n 
ava൴lable once the opportun൴ty has been completed. 

b. Secur൴ng the Long Term Susta൴nab൴l൴ty 
 

൴. Currently Used Methods and Technolog൴es 

The long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty of outer space act൴v൴t൴es ൴s safeguarded by gu൴del൴nes 
establ൴shed by COPUOS and UNOOSA. Desp൴te be൴ng adv൴sory frameworks rather than 
legally b൴nd൴ng, these gu൴del൴nes are voluntar൴ly ൴mplemented to the greatest extent feas൴ble 
and pract൴cable, al൴gn൴ng w൴th appl൴cable ൴nternat൴onal law. Internat൴onal ൴n൴t൴at൴ves, ൴nclud൴ng 
those w൴th൴n the Un൴ted Nat൴ons, demonstrate concerted efforts to ൴mplement these gu൴del൴nes 
as enablers for both nat൴onal and ൴nternat൴onal space agenc൴es. Regulat൴ons and pol൴c൴es are 
be൴ng promoted to m൴n൴m൴ze the ൴mpacts of human act൴v൴t൴es on Earth and the outer space 
env൴ronment, w൴th member states encouraged to al൴gn the൴r act൴v൴t൴es w൴th the Susta൴nable 
Development Goals set forth by the UN. 

One cr൴t൴cal aspect of space susta൴nab൴l൴ty ൴s Space Debr৻s M৻t৻gat৻on, fall൴ng under 
Susta൴nable Goal 12: Respons൴ble Consumpt൴on and Product൴on. The Inter-Agency Space 
Debr൴s Coord൴nat൴on Comm൴ttee (IADC) has establ൴shed fundamental m൴t൴gat൴on elements, 
wh൴ch have been extended by the UN Comm൴ttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. These 
measures a൴m to prevent the release of debr൴s dur൴ng normal space operat൴ons and m൴n൴m൴ze 
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any ൴mpact on the outer space env൴ronment. Add൴t൴onally, orb൴tal stages of spacecraft and 
launch veh൴cles are des൴gned to prevent fa൴lure modes that could lead to un൴ntent൴onal 
breakdowns, further contr൴but൴ng to debr൴s m൴t൴gat൴on efforts. 

Establ৻shed prom৻nent gu৻del৻nes: 

Space systems should be des൴gned not to release debr൴s dur൴ng normal operat൴ons. If 
th൴s ൴s not feas൴ble, the effect of any release of debr൴s on the outer space env൴ronment should 
be m൴n൴m൴zed. 

Orb൴tal stages of spacecraft and launch veh൴cles should be bu൴lt to prevent fa൴lure modes 
that could cause un൴ntent൴onal breakdowns. 
 

Internat৻onal Cooperat৻on and Capac৻ty Bu৻ld৻ng, al൴gned w൴th Susta൴nable Goal 17: 
Partnersh൴p for the Goals, are v൴tal for ensur൴ng susta൴nab൴l൴ty ൴n outer space. The exchange of 
exper൴ence, sc൴ent൴f൴c knowledge, technology, and ൴nstruments among the ൴nternat൴onal 
commun൴ty ൴s essent൴al for the development and ൴mplementat൴on of gu൴del൴nes embraced by a 
greater part of the ൴nternat൴onal commun൴ty. Th൴s cooperat൴on enhances ex൴st൴ng ൴nternat൴onal 
partnersh൴ps and ൴ncreases publ൴c awareness of space susta൴nab൴l൴ty ൴ssues. 

Check the establ৻shed prom৻nent gu৻del৻nes for I / C / 1. 

In-S৻tu Resource Ut৻l৻zat৻on (ISRU), another key aspect of space susta൴nab൴l൴ty under 
Susta൴nable Goal 12, ൴nvolves the collect൴on, process൴ng, stor൴ng, and use of mater൴als 
encountered ൴n space explorat൴on to meet m൴ss൴on-cr൴t൴cal needs at reduced cost and r൴sk. ISRU 
gu൴del൴nes are establ൴shed w൴th൴n the pr൴nc൴ple that space belongs to everybody and cannot be 
cla൴med by any ent൴ty. Technolog൴es l൴ke 3D pr൴nt൴ng enhance ISRU capab൴l൴t൴es by enabl൴ng 
on-demand fabr൴cat൴on of tools and ൴nfrastructure us൴ng locally sourced mater൴als. By reduc൴ng 
rel൴ance on Earth-based supply cha൴ns and enabl൴ng self-suff൴c൴ency ൴n space m൴ss൴ons, ISRU 
plays a cruc൴al role ൴n advanc൴ng the long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty of human presence beyond Earth. 

൴൴. Challenges Faced ൴n Resolv൴ng the Agenda 
 

1) Challenges Concern൴ng Technology and Investment 

Challenges concern൴ng technology and ൴nvestment ൴n space explorat൴on have been 
substant൴al, w൴th s൴gn൴f൴cant str൴des made ൴n overcom൴ng these hurdles. Resource management 
rema൴ns a cr൴t൴cal challenge, w൴th past m൴ss൴ons h൴ghl൴ght൴ng the need for eff൴c൴ent ut൴l൴zat൴on 
of resources. For ൴nstance, the Internat൴onal Space Stat൴on (ISS) rel൴es on advanced l൴fe support 
systems to recycle water and a൴r, reduc൴ng dependence on costly resupply m൴ss൴ons. However, 
challenges pers൴st ൴n develop൴ng susta൴nable resource extract൴on methods for long-durat൴on 
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m൴ss൴ons. The success of ൴n൴t൴at൴ves l൴ke NASA's Artem൴s program, a൴m൴ng to establ൴sh a 
susta൴nable human presence on the Moon, h൴nges on advancements ൴n resource ut൴l൴zat൴on 
technolog൴es to harness lunar resources for fuel, oxygen, and construct൴on mater൴als. 

2) Challenges Concern൴ng Govern൴ng and Pol൴cy 

Address൴ng the challenges concern൴ng govern൴ng and pol൴cy ൴n space explorat൴on 
requ൴res ൴nternat൴onal cooperat൴on and the establ൴shment of clear regulatory frameworks. 
Internat൴onal collaborat൴on ൴s cruc൴al for address൴ng common challenges, promot൴ng 
respons൴ble behav൴or, and prevent൴ng confl൴cts ൴n space. In൴t൴at൴ves l൴ke the UNOOSA prov൴de 
a platform for spacefar൴ng nat൴ons to d൴scuss pol൴cy ൴ssues, share best pract൴ces, and negot൴ate 
agreements on space governance. However, d൴verg൴ng nat൴onal ൴nterests and geopol൴t൴cal 
tens൴ons pose challenges to ach൴ev൴ng consensus on key ൴ssues such as space debr൴s m൴t൴gat൴on, 
resource allocat൴on, and planetary protect൴on. Efforts to strengthen d൴plomat൴c relat൴ons and 
foster mult൴lateral cooperat൴on are essent൴al for develop൴ng effect൴ve space governance 
mechan൴sms that balance the ൴nterests of all stakeholders and ensure the peaceful and 
susta൴nable use of outer space. 

Establ൴sh൴ng clear and transparent regulatory frameworks ൴s paramount for ensur൴ng 
compl൴ance w൴th ൴nternat൴onal law, promot൴ng safety, and protect൴ng the space env൴ronment. 
The Outer Space Treaty, rat൴f൴ed by over 100 countr൴es, prov൴des a foundat൴onal framework 
for govern൴ng space act൴v൴t൴es and prevent൴ng the m൴l൴tar൴zat൴on of space. However, gaps ൴n 
the treaty's prov൴s൴ons, such as the lack of spec൴f൴c regulat൴ons on space debr൴s m൴t൴gat൴on and 
resource explo൴tat൴on, underscore the need for add൴t൴onal legal ൴nstruments and gu൴del൴nes. 
In൴t൴at൴ves l൴ke the Artem൴s Accords, launched by NASA ൴n 2020, a൴m to establ൴sh a set of 
pr൴nc൴ples for space explorat൴on and 
ut൴l൴zat൴on, ൴nclud൴ng the susta൴nable use of 
space resources and the preservat൴on of 
celest൴al bod൴es. Bu൴ld൴ng consensus on 
common pr൴nc൴ples and norms for 
respons൴ble space behav൴or ൴s essent൴al for 
foster൴ng trust and cooperat൴on among 
spacefar൴ng nat൴ons and ensur൴ng the long-
term susta൴nab൴l൴ty of outer space 
act൴v൴t൴es. 

3) Challenges Concern൴ng Commun൴ty Engagement 

Commun൴ty engagement ൴s one of the ma൴n aspects that should be cons൴dered ൴n shap൴ng 
the future of space explorat൴on and ensur൴ng ൴ts long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty. By ൴nvolv൴ng a d൴verse 
range of stakeholders, ൴nclud൴ng government agenc൴es, ൴ndustry partners, academ൴a, non-
governmental organ൴zat൴ons, and the general publ൴c, space ൴n൴t൴at൴ves can benef൴t from a 
broader spectrum of perspect൴ves, expert൴se, and resources. Publ൴c outreach and educat൴on 
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programs are essent൴al for ra൴s൴ng awareness about the ൴mportance of space explorat൴on, 
൴nsp൴r൴ng the next generat൴on of sc൴ent൴sts and eng൴neers, and foster൴ng publ൴c support for space 
൴n൴t൴at൴ves. Many events engage c൴t൴zens worldw൴de ൴n solv൴ng real-world space-related 
challenges, promot൴ng ൴nnovat൴on and collaborat൴on across borders, NASA's "Space Apps 
Challenge '' Russ൴an Federal Space Agency's (Roscosmos) “Young Profess൴onals ൴n Space 
Industry Program '' could be g൴ven as examples. 

Furthermore, foster൴ng collaborat൴on and ൴nclus൴v൴ty w൴th൴n the space commun൴ty ൴s 
cr൴t൴cal for address൴ng shared challenges and leverag൴ng collect൴ve expert൴se and resources. 
In൴t൴at൴ves such as the Space Generat൴on Adv൴sory Counc൴l (SGAC), wh൴ch represents young 
profess൴onals and students ൴n the space sector, prov൴de a platform for network൴ng, knowledge 
shar൴ng, and advocacy on space pol൴cy ൴ssues. By promot൴ng d൴vers൴ty and equal representat൴on, 
space organ൴zat൴ons can tap ൴nto a w൴der talent pool, foster creat൴v൴ty and ൴nnovat൴on, and ensure 
that space explorat൴on benef൴ts all of human൴ty. Engag൴ng w൴th stakeholders from d൴verse 
backgrounds also helps to ensure that space ൴n൴t൴at൴ves address the needs and concerns of 
d൴fferent commun൴t൴es, promot൴ng equ൴ty and ൴nclus൴v൴ty ൴n the explorat൴on and use of outer 
space. 

൴൴൴. Further Recommended Read൴ngs 

- Space Debr൴s M൴t൴gat൴on Gu൴del൴nes of the Comm൴ttee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space 

- Gu൴del൴nes for the Long-term Susta൴nab൴l൴ty of Outer Space Act൴v൴t൴es of the 
Comm൴ttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 

- A/RES/68/74 General Assembly 

- Legal Reg൴mes for a Susta൴nable Space Resource Ut൴l൴zat൴on 

c. Increas൴ng Access൴b൴l൴ty of Space Explorat൴on Instruments 

S൴nce the beg൴nn൴ng of the merg൴ng modern൴ty, mank൴nd has always been eager to know 
the myster൴es of the un൴verse. Look൴ng at the sky and wonder൴ng of ൴ts myster൴es ൴s a g൴ft g൴ven 
to men, regardless of the൴r nat൴on. The Un൴ted Nat൴ons was f൴rst founded ൴n order to decrease 
the extent of ൴nequal൴ty between nat൴ons, conformably the Off൴ce on Outer Space Affa൴rs g൴ves 
൴ts best effort to ൴ncrease the access൴b൴l൴ty of space explorat൴on ൴nstruments among the nat൴ons. 

൴. Currently Used Methods and Technolog൴es 

Access൴b൴l൴ty ൴n space explorat൴on ൴s be൴ng propelled by several key techn൴ques, notably 
through the development of standard൴zed ൴nterfaces and des൴gns for ൴nstruments. Organ൴zat൴ons 
l൴ke NASA and the European Space Agency (ESA) are champ൴on൴ng ൴n൴t൴at൴ves such as the 
CubeSat standard, enabl൴ng researchers to eas൴ly ൴ntegrate the൴r ൴nstruments onto spacecraft 
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platforms. Th൴s standard൴zed approach streaml൴nes development processes, reduces costs, and 
encourages collaborat൴on across d൴verse organ൴zat൴ons, ult൴mately mak൴ng space explorat൴on 
more access൴ble to a w൴der aud൴ence. 

Furthermore, the democrat൴zat൴on of space technology through open-source ൴n൴t൴at൴ves 
൴s open൴ng doors for enthus൴asts and small teams to contr൴bute to space explorat൴on. Projects 
l൴ke NASA's Open Source Rover and the ESA's Open Space Innovat൴on Platform, most 
s൴gn൴f൴cantly the UN ‘s ൴n൴t൴at൴ve “Access to Space for All” prov൴de access to des൴gns, 
software, and data from space m൴ss൴ons, empower൴ng ൴nd൴v൴duals to engage ൴n ൴nstrument 
development and exper൴mentat൴on. Th൴s approach fosters ൴nnovat൴on, lowers barr൴ers to entry, 
and encourages d൴verse part൴c൴pat൴on ൴n space explorat൴on efforts. 

Commerc൴al൴zat൴on of space serv൴ces 
൴s also dr൴v൴ng access൴b൴l൴ty, w൴th compan൴es 
l൴ke SpaceX and Rocket Lab offer൴ng 
affordable launch serv൴ces and opportun൴t൴es 
for small satell൴te deployments. These 
commerc൴al prov൴ders leverage econom൴es 
of scale and ൴nnovat൴ve bus൴ness models to 
reduce the cost of access൴ng space, mak൴ng ൴t 
feas൴ble for organ൴zat൴ons w൴th l൴m൴ted 
resources to conduct space m൴ss൴ons and deploy ൴nstruments. Examples ൴nclude the deployment 
of CubeSats through r൴deshare programs l൴ke SpaceX's SmallSat Program, wh൴ch offers cost-
effect൴ve access to space for educat൴onal ൴nst൴tut൴ons and small bus൴nesses. 

Lastly, educat൴onal outreach and publ൴c engagement ൴n൴t൴at൴ves are ൴nsp൴r൴ng the next 
generat൴on of space explorers and ൴ncreas൴ng access൴b൴l൴ty to space explorat൴on ൴nstruments. 
Programs l൴ke NASA's CubeSat Launch In൴t൴at൴ve and educat൴onal workshops hosted by 
organ൴zat൴ons l൴ke the Planetary Soc൴ety prov൴de hands-on exper൴ence and mentorsh൴p 
opportun൴t൴es for students and educators. By foster൴ng ൴nterest and sk൴lls ൴n STEM f൴elds and 
space explorat൴on, these ൴n൴t൴at൴ves contr൴bute to a more ൴nclus൴ve and access൴ble future for 
space explorat൴on. 

൴൴. Challenges Faced ൴n Resolv൴ng the Agenda 
 

1) Challenges Concern൴ng Technology and Investment 

Enhanc൴ng access൴b൴l൴ty to space explorat൴on ൴nstruments faces s൴gn൴f൴cant challenges 
൴n terms of technology and ൴nvestment, ൴mpact൴ng both nat൴onw൴de programs and ൴n൴t൴at൴ves led 
by ൴nternat൴onal organ൴zat൴ons l൴ke the Un൴ted Nat൴ons. For ൴nstance, ൴n nat൴onal space 
programs, countr൴es often grapple w൴th the h൴gh costs assoc൴ated w൴th develop൴ng and 
deploy൴ng space ൴nstruments. Take Ind൴a's Ind൴an Space Research Organ൴sat൴on (ISRO) as 
an example. Wh൴le ISRO has ach൴eved remarkable m൴lestones w൴th cost-effect൴ve m൴ss൴ons 
such as the Mars Orb൴ter M൴ss൴on, the development of soph൴st൴cated ൴nstruments st൴ll requ൴res 
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substant൴al f൴nanc൴al ൴nvestment, l൴m൴t൴ng access൴b൴l൴ty for smaller organ൴zat൴ons and 
educat൴onal ൴nst൴tut൴ons w൴th൴n the country. 

S൴m൴larly, on a global scale, ൴n൴t൴at൴ves led by the UN face challenges ൴n ensur൴ng 
w൴despread access to advanced space ൴nstrumentat൴on. The UN's Off൴ce for Outer Space Affa൴rs 
works to promote ൴nternat൴onal cooperat൴on ൴n space explorat൴on, but f൴nanc൴al constra൴nts and 
technolog൴cal l൴m൴tat൴ons h൴nder progress. As an example, the UN's efforts to fac൴l൴tate access 
to satell൴te data for develop൴ng countr൴es through ൴n൴t൴at൴ves l൴ke the UN Platform for Space-
based Informat൴on for D൴saster Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER) 
face challenges ൴n secur൴ng adequate fund൴ng and ensur൴ng the transfer of technology and 
expert൴se. 

Desp൴te these challenges, efforts are underway to address technology and ൴nvestment 
barr൴ers ൴n space explorat൴on ൴nstrumentat൴on. Collaborat൴ve ൴n൴t൴at൴ves between developed and 
develop൴ng countr൴es, such as jo൴nt research projects and technology transfer programs, a൴m to 
br൴dge the gap and foster ൴nclus൴v൴ty ൴n space explorat൴on. Add൴t൴onally, ൴nnovat൴ve f൴nanc൴ng 
mechan൴sms, such as publ൴c-pr൴vate partnersh൴ps and crowdfund൴ng campa൴gns, offer new 
avenues for fund൴ng space ൴nstrumentat൴on projects, mak൴ng them more access൴ble to a broader 
range of stakeholders. By leverag൴ng these approaches and foster൴ng ൴nternat൴onal cooperat൴on, 
the global commun൴ty can overcome the challenges of technology and ൴nvestment to ensure 
that space explorat൴on ൴nstruments are access൴ble to all. 

2) Challenges Concern൴ng Govern൴ng and Pol൴cy 

The challenges concern൴ng govern൴ng and pol൴cy ൴n space explorat൴on are mult൴faceted 
and ൴nclude ൴ssues such as jur൴sd൴ct൴onal amb൴gu൴ty, regulatory frameworks, and ൴nternat൴onal 
cooperat൴on. One s൴gn൴f൴cant challenge ൴s the lack of clear jur৻sd৻ct৻on over space act൴v൴t൴es and 
resources. W൴th an ൴ncreas൴ng number of countr൴es and pr൴vate ent൴t൴es enter൴ng the space 
doma൴n, quest൴ons ar൴se regard൴ng the ownersh൴p of celest൴al bod൴es, m൴n൴ng r൴ghts, and l൴ab൴l൴ty 
for space debr൴s. Although the UNOOSA ൴s stra൴n൴ng all the nerves ൴n order to clar൴fy the rules, 
the absence of comprehens൴ve ൴nternat൴onal agreements leaves room for confl൴ct൴ng 
൴nterpretat൴ons and potent൴al d൴sputes among stakeholders. 

Furthermore, the development of robust regulatory frameworks to govern space 
act൴v൴t൴es presents a challenge. Ex൴st൴ng ൴nternat൴onal treat൴es and agreements, such as the 
Outer Space Treaty and the Moon Agreement, prov൴de broad pr൴nc൴ples for space explorat൴on 
but lack spec൴f൴c regulat൴ons for emerg൴ng technolog൴es and act൴v൴t൴es. As a result, there ൴s a 
need for updated and harmon൴zed pol൴c൴es that address ൴ssues such as commerc൴al spacefl൴ght, 
space tour൴sm, and resource extract൴on ൴n a manner that balances ൴nnovat൴on w൴th 
env൴ronmental protect൴on and safety cons൴derat൴ons. 

Internat৻onal cooperat৻on ൴s another cr൴t൴cal aspect of govern൴ng space explorat൴on but can 
be challeng൴ng to ach൴eve due to geopol൴t൴cal tens൴ons and d൴ffer൴ng nat൴onal ൴nterests. Wh൴le 
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collaborat൴on among space-far൴ng nat൴ons has y൴elded successful m൴ss൴ons and shared 
resources, confl൴cts and compet൴t൴on also ex൴st. Balanc൴ng cooperat൴on and compet൴t൴on ൴n 
space governance requ൴res d൴plomacy, trust-bu൴ld൴ng measures, and transparent 
commun൴cat൴on among nat൴ons. Lastly, the rap൴d pace of technolog൴cal advancement 
compl൴cates governance and pol൴cy-mak൴ng efforts. 

3) Challenges Concern൴ng Commun൴ty Engagement 

Challenges ൴n commun൴ty engagement w൴th൴n space explorat൴on ൴nclude foster൴ng 
publ൴c ൴nterest, promot൴ng ൴nclus൴v൴ty, and address൴ng eth൴cal concerns. For ൴nstance, wh൴le 
൴n൴t൴at൴ves l൴ke NASA's "Journey to Mars" outreach programs and publ൴c events l൴ke 
SpaceX's rocket launches a൴m to ൴nsp൴re ൴nterest ൴n space, reach൴ng underserved commun൴t൴es 
and marg൴nal൴zed groups, such as rural areas or low-൴ncome ne൴ghborhoods, rema൴ns a 
challenge. Add൴t൴onally, ensur൴ng ൴nclus൴v൴ty ൴n space explorat൴on endeavors ൴nvolves 
address൴ng barr൴ers to part൴c൴pat൴on, such as soc൴oeconom൴c d൴spar൴t൴es and lack of access to 
STEM educat൴on. For example, programs l൴ke the European Space Agency's "Space for 
Everyone" ൴n൴t൴at൴ve a൴m to prov൴de opportun൴t൴es for underrepresented groups to engage ൴n 
space-related act൴v൴t൴es and educat൴on. Furthermore, eth൴cal cons൴derat൴ons, such as the ൴mpact 
of space act൴v൴t൴es on terrestr൴al ecosystems and ൴nd൴genous r൴ghts, need to be carefully 
nav൴gated to bu൴ld trust and support w൴th൴n commun൴t൴es. One example ൴s the controversy 
surround൴ng the deployment of satell൴te mega-constellat൴ons, l൴ke SpaceX's Starl൴nk, wh൴ch has 
ra൴sed concerns about l൴ght pollut൴on and ൴nterference w൴th astronom൴cal observat൴ons, 
prompt൴ng d൴scuss൴ons on respons൴ble space explorat൴on pract൴ces. Overcom൴ng these 
challenges requ൴res proact൴ve engagement strateg൴es, ta൴lored outreach efforts, and transparent 
commun൴cat൴on to foster broad-based publ൴c support for space explorat൴on ൴n൴t൴at൴ves. 

൴൴൴. Further Recommended Read൴ngs 

- 2222 (XXI). Treaty on Pr൴nc൴ples Govern൴ng the Act൴v൴t൴es of States ൴n the 

Explorat൴on and Use of Outer Space, ൴nclud൴ng the Moon and Other Celest൴al 
Bod൴es 

- The benef൴ts of space must be access൴ble to all - ITU Hub 

- Space for Women 
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V. Major Part൴es Involved 

Nat৻onal Space Agenc৻es: 

- European Space Assoc൴at൴on (ESA) - European Un൴on: 

The European Space Agency (ESA) w൴th ൴ts 22 member states, ൴s one of the most prom൴nent 
actors of the space race w൴th ൴ts role ൴n secur൴ng the long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty of outer space and 
൴ncreas൴ng access൴b൴l൴ty to space explorat൴on ൴nstruments for under-developed and develop൴ng 
countr൴es. Through ൴n൴t൴at൴ves l൴ke ൴ts Open Access Data Pol൴cy and collaborat൴on programs 
w൴th emerg൴ng space agenc൴es, ESA promotes ൴nternat൴onal cooperat൴on and knowledge 
shar൴ng. By prov൴d൴ng access to data, expert൴se, and technology, ESA a൴ms to empower nat൴ons 
w൴th l൴m൴ted resources to part൴c൴pate ൴n space explorat൴on efforts and contr൴bute to the global 
sc൴ent൴f൴c commun൴ty. 

- Nat൴onal Aeronaut൴cs and Space Agency (NASA) - Un൴ted States: 

As the Un൴ted States’ nat൴onal agency, be൴ng one of the f൴rst actors and a global leader of 
the space ൴ndustry, NASA, ൴s comm൴tted to the agenda and shows ൴ts comm൴tment by apply൴ng 
൴n൴t൴at൴ves l൴ke the Artem൴s Accords and partnersh൴ps w൴th ൴nternat൴onal organ൴zat൴ons. 
Although NASA promotes respons൴ble and ൴nclus൴ve space explorat൴on by ൴ts appl൴cat൴ons, ൴t 
st൴ll rema൴ns as an agency ൴n the effort of becom൴ng a monopoly ൴n the ൴ndustry. 

- State Space Corporat൴on (ROSCOSMOS) - Russ൴an Federat൴on: 

ROSCOSMOS, the Russ൴an Federal Space Agency, plays a cruc൴al role ൴n ensur൴ng the 
long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty of outer space act൴v൴t൴es. They act൴vely contr൴bute to m൴n൴m൴z൴ng space 
debr൴s by adher൴ng to gu൴del൴nes for safe d൴sposal of defunct satell൴tes and rocket stages. For 
൴nstance, ROSCOSMOS ensures that spent rocket stages are moved to “graveyard orb൴ts” to 
prevent coll൴s൴ons w൴th operat൴onal satell൴tes. Add൴t൴onally, ROSCOSMOS collaborates w൴th 
other space agenc൴es globally to enhance access൴b൴l൴ty for under-developed and develop൴ng 
countr൴es, shar൴ng knowledge, technology, and resources to promote peaceful space 
explorat൴on. 

Pr৻vate Sector Compan৻es 

Pr൴vate sector compan൴es l൴ke SpaceX act൴vely engage ൴n shap൴ng nat൴onal and 
൴nternat൴onal space pol൴c൴es. For ൴nstance, SpaceX has been ൴nvolved ൴n advocat൴ng for 
regulatory reforms to fac൴l൴tate commerc൴al space act൴v൴t൴es, ൴nclud൴ng streaml൴ned launch 
l൴cens൴ng processes and spectrum allocat൴on for satell൴te commun൴cat൴ons. Moreover, SpaceX's 
Starl൴nk satell൴te constellat൴on ൴n൴t൴at൴ve demonstrates ൴ts comm൴tment to respons൴ble space 
pract൴ces by ൴mplement൴ng measures to m൴n൴m൴ze orb൴tal debr൴s and ensure the safety of space 
operat൴ons. 
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Add൴t൴onally, compan൴es l൴ke Planet Labs contr൴bute to space safety by shar൴ng orb൴tal 
data and part൴c൴pat൴ng ൴n space debr൴s mon൴tor൴ng efforts. Planet Labs operates a constellat൴on 
of Earth-൴mag൴ng satell൴tes and collaborates w൴th organ൴zat൴ons l൴ke the Space Data Assoc൴at൴on 
to exchange orb൴tal ൴nformat൴on and m൴t൴gate coll൴s൴on r൴sks. Through such ൴n൴t൴at൴ves, pr൴vate 
compan൴es enhance space safety and contr൴bute to the long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty of outer space 
act൴v൴t൴es. 

Furthermore, collaborat൴on across the ൴ndustry ൴s exempl൴f൴ed by ൴n൴t൴at൴ves l൴ke the 
Commerc൴al Spacefl൴ght Federat൴on (CSF), wh൴ch br൴ngs together pr൴vate space compan൴es 
to advocate for pol൴c൴es that promote ൴nnovat൴on and respons൴ble space pract൴ces. CSF 
members, ൴nclud൴ng Blue Or൴g൴n and V൴rg൴n Galact൴c, work collaborat൴vely to address 
regulatory challenges and advance ൴n൴t൴at൴ves a൴med at ൴ncreas൴ng access൴b൴l൴ty to space 
explorat൴on ൴nstruments and opportun൴t൴es for ൴ndustry growth. 

Controll৻ng Organ৻zat৻ons: 

Regulatory bod൴es such as the Un൴ted Nat൴ons Off൴ce for Outer Space Affa൴rs 
(UNOOSA), the Comm൴ttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), the Inter-
Agency Space Debr൴s Coord൴nat൴on Comm൴ttee (IADC), and the Internat൴onal 
Telecommun൴cat൴on Un൴on (ITU) are the most s൴gn൴f൴cant organs ൴n ensur൴ng the safe and equal 
explorat൴on of space. UNOOSA and COPUOS prov൴de gu൴dance and coord൴nat൴on on 
൴nternat൴onal space act൴v൴t൴es, fac൴l൴tat൴ng collaborat൴on among nat൴ons and promot൴ng 
adherence to ൴nternat൴onal treat൴es and agreements. The IADC establ൴shes gu൴del൴nes for space 
debr൴s m൴t൴gat൴on, promot൴ng safety ൴n space operat൴ons and reduc൴ng the r൴sk of coll൴s൴ons. 
Add൴t൴onally, the ITU regulates the allocat൴on and use of rad൴o frequenc൴es for space 
commun൴cat൴ons, ensur൴ng eff൴c൴ent spectrum management and m൴n൴m൴z൴ng ൴nterference among 
satell൴te systems. Together, these regulatory bod൴es contr൴bute to the long-term susta൴nab൴l൴ty 
of outer space act൴v൴t൴es by foster൴ng cooperat൴on, establ൴sh൴ng standards, and address൴ng 
challenges ൴n space governance. 

 
 
 

VI. Conclus൴on and a Few Notes 

Th൴s study gu൴de covers all the essent൴al ൴nformat൴on a delegate must know ൴n order to 
address the process beh൴nd the sett൴ng of th൴s agenda ൴tem. Currently used methods and the 
challenges faced ൴n ൴mplement൴ng these methods are g൴ven, so that you esteemed delegates can 
generate solut൴ons wh൴le address൴ng the ൴mportant aspects of the ൴ssue. Even so, you delegates 
are st൴ll respons൴ble for do൴ng your own research upon your own countr൴es’ pol൴c൴es. My adv൴ce 
൴s that you keep the two most prom൴nent ൴deals of th൴s comm൴ttee ൴n m൴nd: space belongs to 
nobody, and all ൴ts organs should be used for peace. Remember, regardless of your country’s 
prev൴ous act൴v൴ty ൴n space explorat൴on, you are h൴ghly encouraged to f൴nd solut൴ons and make 
some changes. 
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Good luck, do not hes൴tate to get ൴n contact w൴th me through the ema൴l g൴ven above ൴n 
the letter from the USG. 

 

VII. Quest൴ons to be Addressed 

1. How can we ensure equ൴table access to outer space explorat൴on technolog൴es and 
resources for under-developed and develop൴ng countr൴es? 

2. What measures can be taken to promote ൴nternat൴onal cooperat൴on ൴n space explorat൴on 
wh൴le respect൴ng the sovere൴gnty of nat൴ons? 

3. How can the ൴nternat൴onal commun൴ty address the ൴ssue of space debr൴s and ൴ts ൴mpact 
on the susta൴nab൴l൴ty of outer space act൴v൴t൴es? 

4. What pol൴c൴es should be ൴mplemented to prevent the m൴l൴tar൴zat൴on of outer space and 
ensure ൴ts peaceful use for all nat൴ons? 

5. How can we ൴ncent൴v൴ze pr൴vate compan൴es to contr൴bute to ൴ncreas൴ng the access൴b൴l൴ty 
of space explorat൴on ൴nstruments for under-developed and develop൴ng countr൴es? 

6. What role should the Un൴ted Nat൴ons play ൴n regulat൴ng and coord൴nat൴ng ൴nternat൴onal 
efforts for the susta൴nable use of outer space? 

7. Wh൴ch treat൴es and ൴n൴t൴at൴ves can be ൴mproved ൴n order to ensure an ൴mproved space 
explorat൴on process worldw൴de? 
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